
 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 27, 2022 
 
Reading I 
Sir 27:4-7 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 

R (cf. 2a) Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
 
Reading II 
1 Cor 15:54-58 

 
Gospel 
Lk 6:39-45 

Jesus told his disciples a parable, “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both 
fall into a pit? No disciple is superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple 
will be like his teacher. Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not 
perceive the wooden beam in your own? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let 
me remove that splinter in your eye,’ when you do not even notice the wooden beam in 
your own eye? You hypocrite!  Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you 
will see clearly to remove the splinter in your brother’s eye. A good tree does not bear 
rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. For every tree is known by its own 
fruit. For people do not pick figs from thornbushes, nor do they gather grapes from 
brambles. A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good, but an 
evil person out of a store of evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the 
mouth speaks.” 
 
 

HOMILY: 

 

Ready for spring yet?  It should not be too long that someone will say, with great 

excitement, “I saw a robin today!” The return of these migrating birds seems the definitive 

signal that spring is here—for they’re too smart to come when it’s still winter!  It really is 

astonishing how our lives are seasoned by the presence of birds.  Beyond the appearance of 

robins in spring or those “mouthy” crows that hang around all winter, I’d draw your 

attention to another avian sign during spring.  On a nice, fresh spring day (come soon!), 

maybe when spring cleaning is underway, suddenly you hear something hit your window—

and immediately you suspect one of those kamikaze spring birds.  More dramatically, the 

same bird sometimes keeps running into the window, even while you might try to direct it to 

the skies where there is plenty of room.  Actually, the startling experience of these birds 

repeatedly trying to fly through a window have been seen by some cultures as some sign of 

deeper meaning: some say it is a sign of some impending transition for the viewer, even 

from life to death; others of a message from someone from heaven; still others a warning 

about worrying too much about finances (as Jesus reminding us that God cares for the birds 

of the air, so why worry about money? [Mt. 6:26]) 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/27?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/92?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15?54
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/6?39


 

 

As Catholics, we do not put any credence in such superstitions; instead, we are first 

interested in the natural explanations for animal behaviors.  Ornithologists have studied this 

common behavior of birds repeatedly flying into windows in spring and conclude this: 

Spring is the time when birds establish their territories, find a mate, lay eggs, and raise their 

young. To ensure the success of their “raising a family,” they defend their territory 

aggressively and will attack and drive away any menacing birth that seems a competitor to 

their territory or a threat to their young. So, when the bird sees its own reflection in a 

window, they mistake it as a competitor and try to attack it.  But, I’d like to suggest that the 

bird is not the only animal that attacks its own threatening image. 

For we are often, each of us, that bird that attacks its own image.  Jesus, the master of 

knowledge of the human person, speaks right to each of us in today’s gospel, when he 

warns, “Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the 

wooden beam in your own? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove 

that splinter in your eye,’ when you do not even notice the wooden beam in your own 

eye? You hypocrite!  Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see 

clearly to remove the splinter in your brother’s eye.”  Let’s look closely at these words 

of life. 

 

Jesus notes that we see a splinter in our brother’s eye even while we have a fault of the 

same nature, only bigger, that impairs our own vision. We see a fault in another that is 

the same thing, the very image, of that with which we struggle, for we hate the same 

thing in others that we hate in ourselves.  Jesus’ counsel is this:  see your criticism of 

another as a clue that you yourself have that same fault. 

 

It is only when we are shown the very same thing, and of a degree much larger each of 

us, that we can see clearly that the fault of the other is much smaller than we first want 

to think. It is only magnified because we dislike the same thing in ourselves and cannot 

see the splinter in another with proper proportion until we are freed from our own beam. 

 

So, when Jesus commands us to “remove the beam,” how does this happen?  By first 

seeing it for what it is and then, asking Jesus to take it away.   

 

Those birds in the spring don’t know what they’re doing—they’re attacking nothing but 

a reflection of themselves. So, Jesus warns, do we.  We have a holy season just before 

us—the season of Lent—and have been given a perfect gospel to lead us into it.  For 

Lent is about removing the beam—through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving; and we 

cannot live fully until we see the beam instead of being distracted by splinter.  Come, 

Holy Spirit, and help us make the harrowing self-examination to see the beam and help 

us root it out, so that we can see your love that pardons and show that same mercy to 

our neighbor.  For when we have known your mercy, we alone can then show mercy. 

And look—mercy once again is racing towards us at this altar of perfect mercy. 


